INTRODUCTION
The root tubers of D. trilobus known as Minnikishangu (Tamil) are used indigenously by Seenthikodivalaiyer, the adivasis (tribals) inhabitating the forests of Kodikarai (Point Calimere) in Tamil Nadu. This is one of the less known medicinal plants. This Fabaceaous tuber is prescribed by the tribals in skin diseases like scabies, eruptions and ureticaria. The mode of administration is note worthy. In the early stages of diseases the roots are boiled and taken internally, whereas in the advanced stages the fresh roots are consumed as such (Chelladurai 1983) . The drug has not been studied pharmacognostically (Iyengar 1975) and hence the present study.
MATERIALS AND METHODS
The fresh roots tubers were collected from Kodikkarai forests (Tamil Nadu) and soaked in 70% alcohol, free hand sections were taken, stained in safranin and light green and permanent slides were prepared following Johansen (1940) , Treases & Evans (1972) and Wallis (1967) ; microchemical studies were done following Johansen (1940) and Wallis (1967) .
For chromatographic and organic constituent's studies, root tubers were sieved through 60 mesh and analyzed the following Block et.al (1968) . Physical constants were determined as per Indian pharmacopoeia (Anonymous 1966 ).
Morphology
Glabresence slender twiners with tuberous roots.
Leaves alternate, pinnately trifoliolate; leaflets membranous, green above triangular -ovate, acute. Flowers pink, in axillary racemes, 2 -5 flowered. Calyx lobes 5, short. Corolla 5, pink. Stamens diadelphous (1+9), uniform. Pistil round; stigma capitate. Pods flat, glabrous; seeds many, compressed, brown, marked with black striations (Fig. I) . The plan is found mainly along the periphery of Kodikkarai forests.
Macroscopically the root tubers exhibit the following characters (Fig. II) .
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Roots tubers (modified tap root)
measures 20 to 45 cms long and 1 to 2 cm across, long tailed at the lower side and narrower at the upper region.
2. Root lets are very slender with prominent roots nodules.
3. Surface golden -yellow, finely warted and wrinkled.
4. Tubers are often transversely constricted.
Starchy white in sections.
6. Taste bitter and without aroma.
Microscopically mature root tuber in transverse section shows the following characters ( Fig. 1 & 2 
Chromatographic studies
Powdered drug was extracted with petroleum ether, followed by ethanol and taken up for T.L.C studies. The R.F. values are given in Table. 5 
